POWYS NEWS
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POWYS Health
Board (PTHB) is launching
new materni services at
Newtown Llandrindod

Wells after a £6,500 donation
from the Focus School.

The new service is for women in
North Powys to access some of
their materni day assessment
and ultraso SC: without
the need to travel to a district
general hospital.

The new service has been
boosted with a £6,500 donation
from children at the Focus School
at Sarn, near Newtown, who raised
the money towards a foetal heart
rate monitor.

Marie Lewis, practice develop-
ment midwife at Powys Teaching
Health Board, said: “We have
appointed two full time midwife
sonographers.

“These are trained midwives who
also have additional skills in dia-
gnostic im: -8

“They will be working across
Powys to provide essential scans to
women within the new Day Assess-
ment Units in Newtown and

indod Wells.
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“The service will include scans,
antenatal care and specific mon-
itoring to ensure the wellbeing of
unborn babies.” 2

The money was raised by pupils
who attend the school from com-
munities in Newtown, Abermule,
Kerry, Hodley, Llandyssil and Sarn.

The service will be available for
women whose needs can be met
through local midwifery-led units.
Women needing obstetrician
advice and support will still need to
U'Ta'fl to the district general hos-
pital.

It will be available in Newtown by
March 2017 once adaptations to

the Newtown Birth Centre have
been comafleted.
The health board plans to con-

tinue to develop the new service
over the next four years so that even
more tests and monitoring is avail-
able within Powys.

Mrs Sharan Matharu,

headteacher of the Focus School,
said: “Our pupils learn from an

s help
reate new
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early age about the importance of
helping others in their community
and we have a strong ethos when it
comes to fundraising.

“Being able to conitribute towards
such an important piece of medical
equipment for the new maten-‘;’i:H
services at Newtown Hospital wi
ensure many people from
throughout the community in this
part of north Powys benefit as a
result.”

Donna Owen, lead midwife, New-
town Maternity Unit, thanked the
school for the donation and the
work it will now help them do.

She added: “The day assessment
unit in Newtown has received a
great level of support from the local
community and we would specially
like to th Focus School, Sarn, for
their fundraising of £6,500 that
enabled us to purchase an elec-
tronic foetal heart rate monitor.

“The heart rate monitor will
enable our team to offer mon-
itoring of the unborn baby to
women whose babies are identified
as needing further investigation.

“This will help us to identify
babies that are unwell and require
prompt referral to obstetric care.”

M Focus School students
Wilson Smith and Chiquita
Devenish with Marie Lewis,
practice development
midwife at Powys Teaching
Health Board, and Donna
Owen, lead midwife,
Newtown Maternity Unit,
who were presented with a
cheque for £6,500 which
helped to purchase a new
Foetal Monitor for use in
the new Day Assessment
Service at Newtown
Hospital.
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